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A Message to Commonwealth ChalleNGe Graduates
As the Commonwealth ChalleNGe Youth Academy concludes operations, we remain committed to providing our graduates with information that can assist them as they continue working toward the goals established during the Residential and Post-Residential phases of the program.
Graduating from ChalleNGe was not the end of your journey. The discipline, leadership, employment skills, education, resilience, and personal responsibility developed during the program were intended to prepare you for what comes next.
This guide provides resources throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia for:
· Employment and career placement
· Apprenticeships and career training
· GED and high school equivalency preparation
· Housing and emergency assistance
· College and technical education
· Financial aid and career planning
· ASVAB and military preparation
Graduates and families are encouraged to contact organizations directly because eligibility requirements, program availability, funding, and hours may change.

1. EMPLOYMENT & JOB PLACEMENT
Virginia Works / Virginia Career Works — Statewide
Service Area: Entire Commonwealth of Virginia
Virginia Works and the Virginia Career Works network should be one of the first resources graduates contact when looking for employment.
Services may include:
· Job-search assistance
· Résumé development
· Interview preparation
· Career counseling
· Job referrals
· Career assessments
· Training opportunities
· Registered apprenticeships
· Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) services
· Connections with employers
· Virginia Workforce Connection job-search assistance
Virginia Works Main Office:
804-486-2500
Email:
info@virginiaworks.gov
Graduates should ask specifically for the Virginia Career Works center serving their home ZIP code and inquire about youth/young-adult services, WIOA eligibility, training assistance, and current hiring opportunities.

Virginia Career Works — Hampton Roads
Areas Served: Virginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Hampton, Newport News and surrounding communities.
Norfolk Center
861 Glenrock Road, Suite 100
Norfolk, VA 23502
Phone: 757-629-4702
Services include job-search assistance, career planning, employment referrals, résumé/interview assistance, workshops and potential access to workforce-funded training.
Hampton Center
600 Butler Farm Road
Hampton, VA 23666
Phone: 757-766-4900
Franklin / Western Hampton Roads
Paul D. Camp Community College
100 N. College Drive
Franklin, VA 23851
Phone: 757-569-6071

Virginia Career Works — Piedmont Region
Areas Served: Charlottesville, Albemarle, Culpeper and surrounding Central Virginia communities.
Charlottesville Career & Workforce Innovation Campus
943–944 Glenwood Station Lane
Charlottesville, VA 22901
Phone: 434-529-6828
Culpeper Center
210 Stevens Street, Suite 200
Culpeper, VA 22701
Phone: 540-212-4570, Option 2
Regional Office
Phone: 434-290-0026
Email: info@vcwpiedmont.com

Virginia Career Works — Shenandoah Valley
Areas Served: Harrisonburg, Winchester, Staunton, Waynesboro and surrounding counties.
Regional Contact:
Sharon Johnson, Chief Executive Officer
100 S. Mason Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Phone: 540-442-7134
Email: sjohnson@vcwvalley.com
Graduates should ask about employment services, occupational training, apprenticeships and current employers seeking entry-level workers.

Virginia Career Works — Southwest Virginia
Areas Served: Southwest Virginia, including communities surrounding Bristol, Lebanon, Wise, Norton and neighboring counties.
Regional Contact:
Rachel Patton, Executive Director
116 S. Flannagan Avenue, Suite C
Lebanon, VA 24266
Phone: 276-883-4034
Email: r.patton@swvaworks.com

Virginia Career Works — West Piedmont
Areas Served: Martinsville, Henry County, Patrick County and surrounding areas.
Regional Contact:
Tyler Freeland
300 Franklin Street, Suite 241
Martinsville, VA 24112
Phone: 276-403-4014
Email: tyler@vcwwestpiedmont.org


Virginia Career Works — South Central Virginia
Areas Served: South Central Virginia and surrounding rural communities.
Regional Contact:
Terra Bailey Napier, Director
285-C George Washington Highway
Charlotte Court House, VA 23923
Phone: 434-542-5871
Email: tnapier@vcwsouthcentral.com

2. PAID APPRENTICESHIPS & CAREER TRAINING
Virginia Registered Apprenticeship
Registered Apprenticeship can be an excellent option for ChalleNGe graduates who want to earn a paycheck while learning a skilled occupation.
Career fields may include:
· Electrical
· Plumbing
· HVAC
· Construction
· Welding
· Manufacturing
· Automotive
· Healthcare
· Information technology
· Industrial maintenance
· Other skilled occupations
Virginia Works maintains Registered Apprenticeship consultants throughout the Commonwealth.
Richmond / Capital Region
Contact: Diana Leyva
Registered Apprenticeship Consultant
304 Turner Road
North Chesterfield, VA 23225
Phone: 804-305-5903
Email: Diana.Leyva@virginiaworks.gov
Shenandoah Valley
Contact: Marco Pineda
Registered Apprenticeship Consultant
609 Cedar Creek Grade, Suite D1
Winchester, VA 22601
Phone: 703-712-2649
Email: Marco.Pineda@virginiaworks.gov
Graduates elsewhere in Virginia should contact Virginia Works at 804-486-2500 and request the Registered Apprenticeship Consultant assigned to their county or city.

3. JOB CORPS
Old Dominion Job Corps Center
1073 Father Judge Road
Monroe, VA 24574
Main Phone: 434-929-8466
Admissions: 434-929-4081
Job Corps is particularly relevant to ChalleNGe graduates because it provides a structured environment combining education and career preparation.
Eligible young people generally between 16 and 24 years old may receive career training and educational services. Depending upon eligibility and program availability, Job Corps may provide:
· Residential housing
· Meals
· Career technical training
· High school diploma/equivalency assistance
· Career counseling
· Employment preparation
· Job-search assistance
· Independent-living preparation
Graduates should contact Admissions to determine eligibility and current program availability.
Richmond Job Corps Admissions
7400 Beaufont Springs Drive, Suite 415
Richmond, VA 23225
Phone: 434-818-2042

4. GED / HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY PREPARATION
Virginia operates 22 regional adult-education programs, meaning graduates can receive assistance throughout the Commonwealth.
Southwest Virginia
Regional Adult & Career Education — Gate City
Serving Lee, Scott and Wise Counties and Norton.
1490 Bristol Highway
Gate City, VA 24251
Phone: 276-386-2433
Southwest Regional Adult Education
Serving Dickenson, Buchanan, Russell and Tazewell Counties.
308 Career Tech Drive
Lebanon, VA 24266
Phone: 276-889-5424
Mount Rogers Regional Adult Education
Serving Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth, Washington and Wythe Counties and Bristol/Galax.
One Partnership Circle
Abingdon, VA 24210
Phone: 276-619-4396
Toll Free: 800-322-7748

Roanoke / New River Valley
New River Community College Adult Education
5251 College Drive
Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-3682
Roanoke Valley–Alleghany Adult Education
108 N. Jefferson Street
Roanoke, VA 24016
Phone: 540-767-6215

Shenandoah Valley
Shenandoah Initiative for Adult Education
937 Fir Street
Waynesboro, VA 22980
Phone: 540-946-9241
Laurel Ridge Community College Adult Education
173 Skirmisher Lane
Middletown, VA 22645
Phone: 540-869-0747

Northern Virginia
Northern Virginia Regional Adult Education
6815 Edsall Road
Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 571-296-7437
Prince William County Adult Education
14800 Joplin Road
Manassas, VA 20112
Phone: 703-791-7357

Charlottesville / Central Virginia
Piedmont Virginia Community College Adult & Career Education
935-A Second Street SE
Charlottesville, VA 22902
Phone: 434-961-5461
Adult and Career Education of Central Virginia
219 Trojan Road
Madison Heights, VA 24572
Phone: 434-528-6494

Richmond / Central Virginia
Capital Region Adult Education
1651 E. Parham Road
Henrico, VA 23228
Phone: 804-523-2292
Chesterfield County Adult Continuing Education
10101 Courthouse Road
Chesterfield, VA 23832
Phone: 804-768-6140

Fredericksburg
Rappahannock Area Regional Adult Education
6713 Smith Station Road
Spotsylvania, VA 22553
Phone: 540-898-8165

Southside Virginia
Southside Virginia Community College Adult Education
109 Campus Drive
Alberta, VA 23821
Phone: 434-949-1090
Southside Programs for Adult Continuing Education
6610 Commons Drive, Suite 101
Prince George, VA 23875
Phone: 804-733-2670

Hampton Roads
Southeastern Adult & Continuing Education
2801 Turnpike Road
Portsmouth, VA 23707
Phone: 757-393-8822
Serves Chesapeake, Franklin, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia Beach, Isle of Wight and Southampton.
Virginia Beach Adult Learning Center
5100 Cleveland Street
Virginia Beach, VA 23462
Phone: 757-648-6050
Peninsula Regional Education Program
17346 Warwick Boulevard
Newport News, VA 23603
Phone: 757-283-7830
Serves Hampton, Newport News, Williamsburg, Poquoson, James City County and York County.

Eastern Shore
Eastern Shore Community College Adult Education & GED
29300 Lankford Highway
Melfa, VA 23410
Phone: 757-789-1794

5. HOUSING & EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
211 Virginia — STATEWIDE FIRST CONTACT
Graduates who are homeless, at risk of homelessness, facing eviction, or unable to obtain stable housing should begin with 211 Virginia.
Call: 2-1-1
211 can help locate programs based upon the graduate's ZIP code, including:
· Emergency shelters
· Youth shelters
· Homelessness prevention
· Rent assistance
· Affordable/subsidized housing
· Utility assistance
· Food assistance
· Transportation resources
· Community services
· Local housing agencies
IMPORTANT: Housing resources and available funding change frequently. Graduates experiencing a housing crisis should specifically tell 211 their age, location and whether they are currently homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.

Local Public Housing Authorities
Graduates should also contact the public housing authority serving the city or county where they intend to live and ask about:
· Housing Choice Vouchers
· Public housing
· Affordable housing
· Waiting lists
· Rental assistance
· Homelessness prevention
· Rapid Re-Housing referrals
Norfolk Redevelopment & Housing Authority
555 E. Main Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
Phone: 757-623-1111
Virginia Beach Housing Resource Center
104 N. Witchduck Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23462
Phone: 757-385-5167
The Housing Resource Center assists individuals and families experiencing homelessness or housing crises and may provide connections to shelter, homelessness prevention, Rapid Re-Housing and other stabilization services depending upon eligibility and available funding.
Virginia Beach Housing & Neighborhood Preservation
2424 Courthouse Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
Phone: 757-385-5750

6. COLLEGE & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Virginia's Community Colleges
Virginia's community college system provides one of the most accessible pathways for ChalleNGe graduates interested in:
· Associate degrees
· Career certificates
· Skilled trades
· Healthcare
· Information technology
· Advanced manufacturing
· Welding
· Automotive programs
· Cybersecurity
· Business
· Public safety
· Transfer to four-year universities
· Workforce credentials
Graduates should contact the community college closest to their home and request an appointment with Admissions and Financial Aid.

G3 — Get Skilled, Get a Job, Give Back
Eligible Virginia residents pursuing programs in high-demand career fields may qualify for G3 financial assistance.
Graduates should ask their local Virginia community college:
"Do I qualify for G3 funding, and which G3 career programs are currently available at this college?"
High-demand programs may include healthcare, information technology, manufacturing/skilled trades, early childhood education and public-safety-related fields depending upon current state-approved programs.

Virginia Education Wizard
The Virginia Education Wizard is a free career and college-planning resource.
Graduates can use it to:
· Take career assessments
· Identify careers matching their interests
· Research occupations
· Identify education requirements
· Search Virginia colleges
· Research college majors
· Explore career pathways
· Build résumés
· Prepare for interviews
· Research financial aid
· Plan community-college transfer pathways
This is particularly useful for graduates who know they want to continue their education but are unsure what career or major to pursue.

Federal Student Aid / FAFSA
Students considering college, community college or eligible career-training programs should complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Financial aid may include:
· Federal Pell Grants
· Work-study
· Federal student loans
· Virginia financial assistance
· College scholarships
· Institutional grants
Graduates should NEVER pay a company simply to complete the FAFSA.

7. ASVAB & MILITARY PREPARATION
March2Success
Provided by: U.S. Army
March2Success is a FREE online academic and test-preparation program and does not require an obligation to join the Army. www.march2success.com
Resources include:
· ASVAB preparation
· Full-length practice material
· Mathematics
· Arithmetic reasoning
· Vocabulary
· Reading comprehension
· Science
· Standardized-test preparation
· College-preparation resources
Graduates considering the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Space Force or National Guard can use the academic preparation regardless of which service they ultimately consider.
Official ASVAB Career Exploration Program
The Department of Defense ASVAB Career Exploration Program provides information and resources concerning:
· ASVAB testing
· Understanding ASVAB scores
· Career exploration
· Civilian occupations
· Military occupations
· Test preparation
The program is provided free to participating schools.
Graduates should remember that a higher ASVAB score can potentially provide access to more military occupational specialties and career options, so preparation is strongly recommended before testing.
8. Virginia Board of Workforce Development provides: 
· Career counseling and job search assistance
· Resume and interview preparation
· Skills assessments
· Occupational skills training
· Apprenticeship opportunities
· Career pathway planning
· Connections to employers hiring in Virginia
· Possible funding assistance for qualifying training programs through WIOA and related workforce programs [vawc.virginia.gov], [virginiaworks.gov]
Resources Available in Virginia
Through Virginia Works and local workforce centers, Virginians can access:
· Job listings through the Virginia Workforce Connection
· Workforce training programs
· Labor market and salary information
· Veteran employment services
· Youth employment programs
· Employer recruitment assistance
· Connections to community college and credential programs [vawc.virginia.gov], [virginiaworks.gov]
In Virginia Beach
Hampton Roads Workforce Council, the regional workforce organization for Virginia Beach and surrounding cities. Their website is: https://www.vcwshamptonroads.org. They can help with:
· Training grants
· Career coaching
· Job placement assistance
· Employer connections
· Workforce development programs for transitioning careers and upskilling
9. CCYA Parent Association
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR CCYA GRADUATES ONLY!
1. Financial assistance for college and vocational training are available to CCYA graduates who meet the criteria and as funds are available. The scholarship recipient must have plans for future education or training and military service.
2. The Scholarship Program offers cadets access to financial aid based on achievement and not the parents' financial resources.   To be eligible, students must register at the school of their choice. The cadets must have a valid student ID number at the school of their choice to be eligible.
3. Email the parent association president. Mr. Clearance perry. He can be reached at ceperry15@gmail.com.
10. IF YOU DO NOT KNOW WHERE TO START
Graduates should use the following order:
NEED A JOB?
Contact Virginia Career Works and ask for a Career Navigator.
NEED JOB TRAINING?
Ask Virginia Career Works about WIOA training and Registered Apprenticeship.
NEED A GED?
Contact the Virginia Adult Education program listed for your region.
NEED HOUSING OR ARE AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS?
Call 2-1-1 immediately and request housing/homelessness resources for your location and age.
WANT A STRUCTURED RESIDENTIAL CAREER PROGRAM?
Contact Job Corps Admissions.
WANT TO ATTEND COLLEGE?
Contact your nearest Virginia community college's Admissions and Financial Aid offices and ask about FAFSA, G3 and available career programs.
INTERESTED IN THE MILITARY?
Begin preparing with March2Success before taking the ASVAB and speak directly with an authorized recruiter for the branch you are considering.
YOUR NEXT MISSION
Commonwealth ChalleNGe may have helped provide the structure, tools and opportunity, but the next step belongs to you.
Continue using the principles developed during the program:
Set a goal. Develop a plan. Ask for help when you need it. Follow through.
When contacting an organization, be prepared to provide:
· Full legal name
· Date of birth
· Current address or ZIP code
· Phone number
· Email address
· Government-issued identification, when required
· Social Security information, when required for an official application
· High school/GED status
· Résumé or employment history
· Career interests
· Transportation availability
Keep a written record of who you contacted, the date, the person's name, what they told you, and your next required action.
Your completion of Commonwealth ChalleNGe demonstrated that you can work toward a difficult goal. Continue applying those same standards to your education, employment, military service, career and future.
Commonwealth ChalleNGe Youth Academy
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